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gentry were for the king, but were unable to face the parliamen-
tarians under the two Fairfaxes, father and son, until the advent
of the earl of Newcastle, who arrived just in time to rescue York
from the besieging roundheads.
The first attempt of the royalists against the towns in the
West Riding ended with their expulsion from Leeds in January
1643; the second was foiled by the resistance of Leeds and by
Sir Thomas Fairfax's capture of Wakefield—which, to his ad-
miring father, seemed rather a miracle than a victory;1 the third
was successful, for at Adwalton Moor (30 June 1643) Newcastle
completely routed the Fairfaxes, who had but half his numbers.
After this the clothing towns had no choice but to surrender,
and for a year the royalists were supreme in Yorkshire (except
for Hull).
In the west of England serious fighting began later than in the
north. Sir Ralph Hopton, the royalist leader, after defeating
the parliamentarians at Stratton, proceeded rapidly into Devon-
shire, which soon passed into his control, except for such puritan
strongholds as Barnstaple, Exeter, and Plymouth. Sir William
Waller, following a fruitful campaign around Gloucester, ad-
vanced to check his old friend Hopton. At Lansdowne, out-
side Bath, Waller's position was stormed by the Cornishmen.
Their losses were so severe that they had to take refuge in Devizes.
Reinforcements sent from Oxford, under Prince Maurice, com-
pletely defeated Waller at Roundway Down.2 They marched
farther north to join Rupert before Bristol. An attempt to storm
the city was made and although only partially effective in-
duced its surrender.
The royalist cause was now at its zenith. Charles, an excellent
strategist but a hesitant tactician, planned a threefold attack
on London. This provided that he should advance down the
Thames with his main army, that Hopton with the western
army should make his way along the right bank into Kent, and
that the northern army, under Newcastle, should come down
through the eastern counties, crush the nascent forces of the
Eastern Association,3 and assault London from the north. Provin-
cialism proved too strong for the king. The western army, which
had lost severely in storming Bristol, now insisted on returning to
1 Rushworth, v. 268-71.	2 i3 July.
3 The eastern counties had been united by parliament for their common
defence.

